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1, some years ago, I read your letters ad- 
pressed t Siar and Calvinists, occasion- 
ed by Dr. Wood’s letters to Unitarians, though | 
was edified with much of your reasoning, | could 
but regret the manner in which you treated the 
subject of the salvation of all men. 1! then had 


_ some thoughts of suggesting to you a few que- 


ries, which should you duly consider, might in- 
duce you to give me more information on the 
subject than your letters furnish; but other la- 
bors crowding upon me, [ let the affair go out of 
my mind. Very recently, however, a friend, 
whom I esteem, has sent your letters witha 
special request that { should notice, in some way, 
what you have said on this all-important subject. 
tn compliance with this request, { now take the 
liberty of suggesting to you some queries, which 
are, in my apprehension, of vitalconcern to 
christians. ; 

n page 3ith, you make use of the following 
passage in 1 Tim. il. 4, “Who will have all 
men to be saved and come to the knowledge of 
the truth,” to convince Calvinists that Univer- 
sal expressions, in the scriptures, may be pro- 


perly understood in. a. relative -or restricted | 


sense, In sucha use of this text you might feel 


perfectly secure, as to any attack that could be, 


made by Calvinists, because they are under the 
necessity of restricting the unlimited expression 
in this passage, in order to maintain the doctrine 
0: eiection, as they hold it. But when you ad- 
vance, with your own statements, and assert, “It 
if not true that God wills every individual to 
come to the knowledge of the truth, i. e. of the 
gospel; for thousands are precluded from the 
possibility of it by the circumstances of their be- 
ing. Nor is it true that he wills all men to be 
finally saved; but only all of every rank, and 
every nation, who are penitent, obedient, and 
faithful. He wills none to be excluded from 
having the truth proposed, and salvation offered 
to them. And that all, who receive and obey 
it, shall actually obtain the salvation offered,” 
did you sufficiently guard against doing an injury 
to the divine testimony? In rendering yourself 
yictorlous over the Calvinist, in one particular, 
and that a minor point, have you not yielded to 
him another, which all Unitarians hold as a ma- 
jor? Consider, Sir, this question as it stands in 
relation to the following from what. is above 
quoted ; “Nor is it true, that he wills all men to 
he finally saved.” his you asserted, knowing 
that the Calvinist would not deny it; but does 
‘not the assertion allow the truth of the most es- 
sential article in the Calvinistie creed, that it is 
God’s will that some of the human family should 
not finally obtain salvation? [fit be not true 
that God wills that all men should finally be sav- 
ed, is it not trae that he wills that some should 
not be saved? If you have yielded this point to 
the Calvinists, is there any thing which distin- 
guishes you from them, that may not as easily 
be conceded? If God willa the eternal misery 
efsome of the human family, is it ofthe least 
as 


aoe 


BOSTON, SATURDAY, JULY 1, 1926. 


2,50 per annum.—$2, if paid in advance. 


= ne 


HWvo. 2. 


importance whether he renders this object cer- 
tain by the native deprayity in. which such 
wretches are born, or by amy other means, 


of some from this salvation, might be perfectly 
secure, it is rendered so, by the “circumstances 
of their being,” which render their coming to 


which have been suggested by Unitarians? If] the knowledge of the truth, “absolutely impos- 


it be not offensive, Sir, allow yourself to be con- 
sidered as.one whom it is net God’s will to save. 
Yow will allow, no doubt, that this being the 
case, there is no possible way for you to be say- 
ed. Then the question is, of what moment is it 
to you, by what means you are made finally 
miserable? If eternal misery be your certain 
doom, can you flatter yourself, that you can de- 
rive any consolation from any success which 
may attend your arguments against the peculiar 
tenets ef Calyinism ? 

Perhaps you may say, that | have neglected 
te regard your true meaning, where you say, 
“Nor is it true, that he wills all men to be fi- 
nally saved,” by not noticing what you say in 
the remainder of the sentence; where you add, 
“But only all of every rank, and every nation, 
who are penitent, obedient, and faithful.” But, 
Sir, lam by no means able to ,understand how 
this last member of the sentence gives any other 
signification to the preceding, than what I have 
before allowed; for you will not pretend that all 
men, without exception, are penitent, obedient, 
and faithful; and you certainly mean that God 
does not will the salvation of those who are not. 
Nor will you say, that I-misunderstand, and mis- 
represent you, by not allowing that you would 
‘be willing to consent that God wills, the peni- 
;tence, obedience, and faithfulness of all men, 
| without exception, because you will not deny that 
this would be the same as to allow that he wills 
the salvation of all, without exception. 

What must Calvinists think of this? An emi- 
nent doctor of the Unitarian school, having in 
view the comparatively indifferent object of re- 


the unlimited expressions, used in scripture, 
may properly be understood in a restricted sense, 
|which no Calvinist ever disputed, has absolute- 
‘ly given up the great whole, about which Pre- 
‘destinarians and Arminians have disputed for 
ages! 

That no one, who reads this communication, 
may doubt that I have given your argument its 
natural weight, here add what you further as- 
sert relative to the passage 1 Tim. ii. 4, “It is 
not true that God wills every individual to come 
ito the knowledge of the truth, i. e. of the gos- 
| pel; for thousands are precluded from the pos- 
sibility of it by the circumstances of their being.” 
{ have not brought this passage in at this place 
for your information, for it is perfectly consis- 
tent With your assertion, that it is not God’s 
will that all men should be saved; for to be 
saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth 


'God. And furthermore, you will agree with all 
other christians, that to come to the knowledge 
of the truth is indispensable unto the salvation 
noted in the text. ‘fhe whole amount is this; 
God dges not will that every individual should 
come to the knowledge of the trath, which is 
necessary for his salvation, because he does 
not will that every individual should be saved. 
And that this will of God, in the final exclusion 


are stated in the text to be equally the will of 


sible.” 

This, Sir, to my understanding, is fixing the 
certainty of the endless misery of some of the 
human family, on as unconditional terms as any 
Calvinist éver undertook to defend. Here per- 
mit me, humbly to request you to calculate the 
vast expense you have been at, to obtain what, 
even in the opinion of your opponent, is lighter 
than a feather! : 

{ must now be allowed to ask you seriously to 
consider the question, whether you have not es- 
sentially marred the sacred text? Please to 
look at its connexion. “Who will have a!l men 
to be saved, and to come unto the knowledge of 
the truth. For there is one God, and one Me- 
diator between God and men, the man Christ 
Jesus; who gave himself a ransom forvall, to be 
testified in due time.” Are you, Sir, willing to 
say, that the word all, in the last instance, does 
not mean every individual of mankind; but only 
some of all nations and classes, &¢ ? No, surely 
you will not say this, though you would yield no 
more by 60 doing, to the Calvinists, than you 
have already given up. Butto say that the Me- 
diator did not give himself a ransom for every 
individual of mankind, would most certainly pre- 
vent any offers of divine favor, through the me- 
diatioa of Christ, being made to those for whom 
he did not give himself a ransom. What shali 
we do in this situation? You willsay, at once, 
we must allow that the world all, where it says, 
“who gave himself a ransom for all,” means 
every individual of the human family. Bat, Sir, 
is not this most barbarous? ‘To say that the 
word all, where it is. said, “‘who will have al/ 


ducing a Calvinist to acknowledge, that some of| men to be saved, and to come unto the know- 


ledge of the truth,” does not mean every indi- 
yidual of mankind, but that the same word, just 
below, where it is used to prove the above as- 
'sertion, does mean,every individual, is as di- 
rect a violence of language as was eyer com- 
mitted. I have not the least doubt but you will 
|see this points clearly as 1 do; but that others 
‘may see it as clearly, | here add a supposition 
for he purpose of illustrating it. Suppose then, 
that you say to your servant, go to such a town 
and procure me the whole of a flock of sheep 
which consists of one hundred, and do you hon- 
| orably pay for the whole flock. Your seryant, 
jin obedience to your command, finds the flock 
and pays for every individualsheep. But when 
jhe takes them away to bring them to you, in 
place of bringing the whole, he brings you five, 
and five only. You ask him what he has done 
with the ninety-five? He replies, | have lei! 
them behind. You ask him if he paid for the 
whole ? he answers in the affirmative. You 
demand of him, whether he did not understand 
you to order him to bring the whole hundred 
as well as to pay for the whole? He answers; 
Sir, | did not so understand you. — L understood 
leat to mean five when you said an hundred, in 
the first instance, but when you told me to pay 
for an hundred, { understood you to mean ihe 
| whole; the fiye which | have brought you, and 
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aloo the ninety-five which I have left where I found them! 
As extraordinary and inconsistent as this conduct would 
appear, your servant could jastify it by your own solemn 
argument, on a divine subject. He could quote your 
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To Mr. Cobb, of Waterville, Me. 
Dear Brother,—Suffer me, who, in person, am a stran- 
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yrords, where you contend that the word ad/, in 1 Tim. ii. | ger to you, to address to you the following, in relation to 


4, where it is asserted that God ‘will have all men to be 
saved, and to come unto the knowledge of the truth,” 
means only a very small part of mankind; and then re- 
yolad you of what you allow, that the same word all, in 
the Gth verse, where it is used to prove that God will 
have all meno to be saved, and to come unto the know- 
ledge of the truth, means every individual of mankind ! 
Having shown that your argument both surrenders the 
main doctrine in dispute between Predestinarians and Ar- 
minians, entirely into the hands of the former, and ‘also 
commits one of the most direct violations of the divine 
word, ever, found in any writing, I now find it my duty to 
show, that you have contradicted your own argument, as 
directly as you have made the word of God contradict it- 
self. You say, in the very next words, to those I have 
before noticed, from your 34th page, as follows ; ‘“‘ He 
wills none to be excluded from having the truth proposed, 
and salvation offered to them.’’ This, Sir, is directly op- 
posed to the following, which I have before quoted ; *‘It 
is not true that God wills every individual to come to the 
knowledge of the truth, i. e. of the gospel ; for thousands 


your communication which appeared in the Christian In- 
telligencer for June 3a. 

I agree with you in the greater part of what you have 
stated in that address, I can use your own words, that 
“respecting the subject of future punishment, if men are 
in any con@ition hereafter which requires further suffering 
to humble them, and prepare them to receive the instruc- 
tions of the diyine Teacher, such suffering they will of 
course undergo.’’ 1 agree to this as it is worded, because 
the supposition is, if they require “further suffering to 
humble them,”? &c. But I have remarked, that whenever 
we speculate upon this subject, we generally take it for 
granted, or as a thirg of course, that if men are raised into 
the future state sinful, no other means but punishment 
can be used to reclaim them. I hold that the consequen- 
ces of sin must ever attend it as long as it exists ; and if I 
were to admit that mankind will be sinful, I should be 
obliged to allow that they will be miserable in the future 
world. But my object is to inquire, whether, if we should 
allow that men willbe sinful in that world, we must ne- 
cessarily supp@se thet they will be reclaimed by suffering 
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are precluded from the possibility of it by the circum- only? Whetlier'thae are no other effectual means of re- 
stances of their being,” This gross contradiction is found | fo-mation? Whether the manifestation of the love of God, 
in the space of nine or ten lines, on the same page. Yo) 4. well in that world as this, may not cause the sinner to 


certainly do not believe that those, who are, by the cireum- 
stances of their being, precluded from the possibility of 
coming to the gospel, have the truth proposed to them, 
and salyation offered for their acceptance. This contra- 
diction of your own argument is found ugain on page 70th 
in reference to the same passage, 1 Tim. ii. 4, where you 
say ; **Who will have all men to be saved.’’ ‘Not that 
every human being will be actually saved, in the sense in 
which saved is here used, but that the salvation of all was 
the object and design ; that the offer of it was made toall, 
an offer which yet might be rejected.’’ Here again you 
make out, that those thousands, who are, from circum- 
stances of their being, precluded from the possibility of 
coming to the knowledge of the truth, have the offer of 
salvation made to them, and that it was the design of the 
to save them. although God did not will their sal- 

vation ! 
Dear Sir, if it be proper to use the scriptures io the 


love him? I propose these queries for the purpose of 
suggesting the thought, that those people who admit of the 
existence of sin in the succeeding state, are by no means 
| compelled to admit as they have done and some with great 
heaviness of heart too, that the sinner can be reclaimed by 
no other means than thdse of dreadful suffering But I 
wish ever to be cautious, my brother, how I represent 
the future as an imperfect state of being, for considerations 
hereafter named.” * - 

Permit me to call your attention to the following from 
your address : **But that any will, in a future state, be in 
such a condition as to require them to undergo miseries 
there, I have neyer yet-seen proved from the scriptures , 
neither have I found any direct scripture proof that 
such will not be the condition of some.’? You say aleo 
that your ‘‘mind is settled in a strong conviction, that 
whether some men will or will not, need to pass throngh 
i= intermediate state of punishment in a future world, to 


way you have, will you undertake to'set forth their real |prepare them to come under the government of divine 
worth ? Suppose such as christians call infidels should | Joye and peace, is not revealed in the scriptnyes.?? ‘To 


examine your arguments, which I have here noticed, | make some remarks on these passages was my principal 
could they be persuaced to believe, that a Divine of your ; design in addressing you. 


acknowledged talents and eminent standing, could possi- | 


bly regard the Bible as otherwise valuable only as it serves 
the interest of that craft, which finds its ucea matter of 
convenience? Far be it from me, Sir, to aceuse you of 
any improper design ; but I am obliged to submit to the 
humiliating conclusion, that talents and acquirements as 


shining and as valuable as yours, are, by the force of ira- | 


dition, custom, hebit and fashion, employed in keeping 


mankind in ignorance, and in the practice of false reason-! 


ing, to their moral and religious disadvantage. 
Although I cannot persuade myself to believe, that I 


ought to make an apology for attempting to point out the | 


erroneous reasoning of a fellow mortal, on the weighty 


gabject of divine truth, I feel it to be my duty humbly to} 


acknowledge my sense of my own fallibility, and the rea- 
son I have to be jealous of my own understanding. What 
I have written, therefore, must be considered, as in agree- 
ment with my honest judzment, which possibly may be as 


erroneous as I think the arguments are, which I have con- 


sidered. 
I am, Sir, with sentiments of respect and esteem, your 
most humble servant, + Hosea Batrov. 


Intemperance —Those who destroy a healthful eonsti- 
tatian of body by intemperance, and an irregular life, do 
23 manifestly kill themselves, as those whe hang, poison, 
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It isa very common thing I acknowledge for men to 
| see things in different points of view, and for those who 
‘are most sanguin in their op nions to be in an error. 

have seen theze facts so often illustrated that I could not, 
i without claiming an exemption from the common imper- 
fections of human nature, refrain from misirusting myself 
Twill 
therefore, Sir, as I am compelled to diifer a little from 
you, lay before you one or two passages of scripture, so 
that, if my views of them be erroneous, I shall put my- 
self in a way of being corrected. 


‘and Constantly examining the ground ef my faith. 


In the 15th chapter of Paui’s first epistle to the Corin- 
thians, he labored to prove the certainty of man’s resurrec- 
tion from death. After he had donethis, he proceeded to 
describe the condition into which we are to be raised, 
as follows: ‘‘So also is the resurrection of the dead: It is 
sown in corruption, it is raised in incorruption: itis 
sown in dishonor, # és raised in glory: it is sown in 
| weakness, it is raised in power: itis sowna natural body, 
itis raised a@ spiritual body.”” To apply this directly te 
| the subject before us, I would inquire, if those who are 
raised incorrupt, glorious and spiritual will be in a con- 

dition to undergo miseries? If not, then why is not this 
proof that men will sot be in a condition in the future 
state > suffer punishment? The apostle furthermore 
| says, **the first man is of the earth, earthy ; the second man 
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we shall also bear the 


heaven, and hence it was Paul’s opinion that we 
bear the image of the Lord in the state of which he 
speaking. Here the questions again occur, will those who — 
are created anew in the image of the Lord, be “inany ¢on- 
dition which requires further suffering to humble them and 
prepare them to receive the instructions of the divine 
Teacher?” If not, why is not this scripture proof that 
men will not be in a condition to need suffering? The 
apostle also says, speaking-of the same resurrection, “For 
asin Adam all die, even so in Christ shall all be made 
alive’? Mark the words, “in Christ,” whith signify — 
the same as ‘‘shall bear the image of the heavenly.’? It 
appears to me, my brother, that this is direct seripture 
proof that men, in the future state, will not be:in any con- 
dition which requires chastisement or correction. The 
apostle speaks of but one resurrection ; and we have no 
evidence that men will ever be raised into the future state 
in any other way than this. If there be not direct proof 
that they will be ¢hus raised, there is no proof that they 
will be raised at all. ; 

I see no way, then, in which I ean believe that we 
shall be imperfect and miserable in a future state of exist- 
ence, unless it can be proved that there is more than one 
future state ; and some state too intervening betWeen 
death and the resurrection. . For as this resurrection most 
evidently produces a change of constitution,from that which 
is carnal and sinful to that which is spiritual and incor- 
rupt, there can be no sin, and consequently no misery suc- 
ceeding it. But where, iny dear Sir,’ shall I find in the 
scriptures the proof of this intermediate state 7 or where 
shall I find even ahint of it? Where would it have been 
more natural for the apostle to mention it, had he believed 
it, than where he is speaking of death and the resurrection, 
and the change from one to the other? And yet not one 
word or hint of it is to be found here. He speaks of 
nothing between corruption and ineorruption,; between dis- 
honor and glory, between weakness and-power, between 
the natura) body and the spiritual body, On the contrary, 
the impression which we receive from his words, is 
against such a supposition. Take these words : ‘‘Behold 
I shew you a mystery : We shall not all sleep, but we 
vhall all be changed (the same all who sleep) in a mo- 
ment, in the twinkling of an eye.’? What can possibly 
intervene between this sleep and this change, the latter of 
which instantaneously succeeds the former? How long 
this state of unconsciousness may continue, God has not 
revealed ; but the apostle most certainly meant to teach 
that the resurrection immediately succeeds it, whenever 
the change takes place. oa 
I will also introduce to your attention at this time, the 
following passage in Paui’s epistle to the Romans : “For 
| he that is dead is freed from sin.” If my views of thie 
passage, Sir, are correct, we have direct scripture proof. 
that man will not after death be in any condition which re-" 
quires further suffering to humble him and prepare him to: 
receive the instructions of the divine Teaclier ; and if Iam 
not correct, I have hereby put myself into a way to be 
eorrected, by one for whoze judgment I entertain great re- 
spect. The . ; i aes 

I believe that the apostle in this passage alluded to what 
has been generally termed, natural or literal death ; and 
my reasons for believing so, and thus differing from many 
of my brethren, are found in the-whole scope of the con- 
nexion in which this passage occurs. If you will take 
the trouble to commence this chapter and read to the end 
of the seventh verse, }0u will perceive that it was the de 
sign of the apostle to draw a parallel between Christ and 
the Christian, and to infer from what Christ had experienc- 
ed what the christian should experience. This parallel is 
carried on by three advances on bothsides. 1. The liter~ 
al death of Christ and the death of the believer to sin 
are paralleled. 2. The itera! resurrection of Christ and 
the spiritual resurrection of the believer are paralleled. 
3. The-purity of Christ in the resurrection state, and the 
| purity of the believer in Lis new state complete the parab 
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lel. NowlI will point this out. 1. “Know ye not, that 
- sO many of us as were baptised into Jesus Christ were bap- 

tised into his death. Therefore we are buried with him 
' by baptism into ‘death.’? Here are the twodeaths. 2. 
‘*That like as Christ was raised up from the dead by the 
_ glory of the Father, even sq we also should walk in new- 
ness of life. . For if we have been planted together in the 
_ likeness of his death, we shall be also in the likeness of 
his fesurrection.””?. Here we find the two resurrections. 
3. “Henceforth we should not'serve sin. For he that is 
dead (and into whose death. we were baptized) is freed 
from sin.”? Here you see he takes the freedom of Christ 
from sin, as one who had entered into the resurrection 


state, and urges it as a motive why the Roman christians. 


_ should not serye sin. Hence it appearsto me, that unless 
‘we understand the apostle as speaking of literal death, we 
leave ‘one side of his parallel incomplete, and-cause his 
reasoning to appear defective. I will say no more about this 
passage here, because in the 46th No. of the last Vol. of 
the Magazine, which sha!] accompany this to you, I pub- 
Hshed a communication of some length ‘in relation to it. 
If you at last think me in an error, I believe you will give 
me credit for honesty and will use your means to set me 
right. [.og 2% 
. Looking upon this passage as I do; I regard it-as direct 
scripture proof that man will not after death bein a condi- 
tion to: need punishment in order to humble and purify 
him. The resurrection of Christ is a type and pledge of 
ours ; what his state is, shews us what ‘ours will be ; for, 
according to Paul, we shall bear, the image of the heay- 
enly. ’ 

Before closing this communication, dear Brother, I 
yould inquire, if in all the penalties annexed to the law of 
God, as revealed-in the sacred scriptures, we find no men- 

-tion made of punishment in the future state, would not 
this lead us to suppose that the doctrine of punishment in 
another state of existence for sins, committed here, is un- 
true. . Why is there such an unaccountable silence in the 
scriptures on this subject, if this doctrine be true ? 

_ I would also. inquire, whether the fact that sinners have 
never been warned against punishments in some other 
world, (and you doubtless believe they have not) may not 
be regarded as proof against the doctrine of such a punish- 
ment? How faithfully are men warned in the scriptures of 
the punishments of this life! The clergy who profess to 
believe in the doctrine above named, have thought it ne- 
cessary to warn men against the woes of the future world 
frequently and pathetically, | Why the fact, that, in the 
scriptures we discover no ‘such warnings, should not be re- 
garded as proof against the doctrine, is one point of my 
inquiry. 

If this letter shall be the means in any way of bringing 
me, or any other person, to a more correct understanding 
of the doctrine of the resurrection as revealed in the word 
of God, my o}ject will be obtained and all my hopes rea- 
lized. And I am happy in the reflectioxi, that he to whom 
ft is addressedy is capable of discussing this subject with 
good feeling, with good understanding and with good 
effect. Yours, with respect, 

. Tuomas WHITTEMORE. 


Why Commentaries have been useless—shewn. 


«What are these huge volumes which fill up one side | 


of the réom,”? said a visitor (o the keeper of a public li- 
“These are the interpreters’of the scriptures,” 


brary. 
“There is a prodigious number of them; 


was the answer. 
the Scriptures must have been very dark formerly and be 
very clear at present. Are there any remaining doubts, 
Any points still contested ?”’ «Are there? do you ask? 
almost as many as there are lines.’”? “You astonish me ! 
what then have all these authors beendoing ”’ “Search- 
ing the Scriptures to find, not what ought to be believed, 
but what themselves already believed.’ If this be high 


coloring, it is not wholly unfounded. 
&-pPThe person who has borrowed of me a yolume of 
my Leeture Sermons, would confer a favor by returning 


it, as I have forgot.oa to wkom I lent it. 
y E : -Hosra BanLov. 
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EC} The following is an extract from a volume just 
published, entitled ‘‘Sketches of History, Life, and Man- 
ners; in the-United States. By a Traveller.”? That the 
pied has a valuable talent for description no one will 

eny. ot) 


«While I remained in Hartford, which was about a week, 
I took occasion to attend preaching : being anxious to see 
and hear all that was to be seen ; for, as respects my own 
religion, I do not hold with going to preaching. People 
(so they say) go to preaching, dr to church, to learn their 
duty to God, and their neighbor, but if they practice their 
duty, why go to church? ‘What our’ duty consists in is 
plainly enough told to us by our Saviour, viz. ‘Love the 
Lord thy God with all thy heart, and thy reighbor as thy- 
self.”” I do not think it possible for words to. be plainer, 
all that seems to be lacking is the practice. But, to use 
one of Carey’s expressions, this is a digression. _ «And so 
I went to church, and the people came, and the preacher 
too ; he was a Universalist, the first I ever heard. Thad 
consulted my landlady in the morning, on the subject of. 
the different sects, the best orators, and such things, when | 
she replied, that ‘the Universalist was called the greatest | 
orator, but she would’nt go to Kear him if she never heard | 
a sermon,”’ though she added, ‘you may go if you’re a 
mind to.”? Highly gratified with the opportunity of judg- 
ing for myself of this sect, E went to hear the Universalist. 
There were but few people in church when I arrived, but 
they soon flocked in tll it could hold no more, though it 
was a large building. I looked toward, the pulpit but it 
was empty ; mean time the organ began to play in the 
most melting strains. I kept my eye upon the aisle up 
which the parson must pass to the pulpit, with a view of 
catching a full length sight of his person. In a few min- 
utes a spare thin visaged man, of middling height with a 
majestic air, walked up the aisle and ascended the pulpit. 
He was dresved in a neat suit of black bread-cloth, with a 
fine white, cravat tied gracefully arotnd his neck. His 
complexion was fair, his features regular, with a retreat- 
ing forehead, and the kneenest blue eye ever formed by 
nature. His countenance shone bright from the beginning, 
but in the progress of his discourse it burst into a vivid 
blaze, difficult to behold. His text was ‘“‘Go thou and do 
likewise,’? in which he painted the Priest, the Levite, and 
the Samaritan in their true colors. But stch a flood of 
eloquence I never heard from the pulpit : he began low 
rising by a regular climax, now swelling with celestial 
pathos, now dropping soft as the. pearly dew ; his voice 
sonorous; his-action graceful, his attitude natural and easy, 
bis style chaste, his reasoning clear ; in short his whole 
soul seemed one flame of love. He drew such a picture 
of universal! charity as would have pierced its way through 
adamant ; the audience hung upon kim with deep atten- 
tion, maintaining throughout the most deathlike stillness. 
This is but a faint outline of the man as a preacher ; his 
character as a christian is unrivaled—of this I have oceu- 
lar demonstration. Myr. B. [Bisbe] will pardon me for 
hinting a matter which his transcendant humility would 
have forever remained between him and his God. Incom- 
parable man } well may thou say go and dolikewise. In 
the afternoon I went to hear the Rey., Mr. But 
here was a great falling off: I should haye supposed he 
was doing any thing but preaching He had his sermon 
wrote down as many of the clergy do, in this country, and 
what between his bobbing up and down to look at the | 


| 


} 


words, his ungraceful percen, and his awkward delivery, 
he made the worst hand of it I ever heard. The upshot} 
of the business was that one half of his hearers fell asleep, 


while he wanted the courage of the Methodist preacher I | 


children who were at play in the gallery, in a whispering 
tone, desired them to be still, or they would wake the old 
fol&s below.” 


REMARKS. 


The foregoing is published in the Magazine, in tonr 
plaisance to our unknown friend, who communicated if, as 
well as to give public notice of the work from which it is 
extracted. We have but a little relish for extravagant 
encomiums, and believé that our brother in Hartford, kas 
as little as we. 


It is rather difficult to account for the good lady’s mis- 


| take about the parson’s walking up the aisle, as the pul- 


pit stands at the entrance of the house, — Editors, 
: ‘ 
FOR THE MAGAZINE, 


New-York Uniwersalist Book Society. 


A Society with the above name, has recently been 
formed in the City of New York. Its principal objects 
are—Ist. The establishment of a Circulating Library, 
and 2d. The dissemination of religious Tracts. It is to 
be supported and enabled to carry its objects into execu- 
tion by subscriptions for membership and donations in 
meney or in baoks. Tracts will be furnished for distri- 
bution at prime cost. ‘These tracts will come out at no 
fixed period ; but at any time when there shall be suffi- 
cient funds to pay the first cost. They will not be made 
an object of prefit to any one. The profit of those con- 
cerned must be in the satisfaction of contributing their 
mite to enlighten their fellow beings. Twenty-four tracts’ 
will complete a volume ; and at the end of every yolume 
a title-page and contents will be distributed gratis.” 


The New York Universalist Circulating Library, is 
located at No, 137, Bowery, up. stairs ; and is opened 
every day in the week, Sundays excepted. A reading 
room adjoins the Library, where many very useful works 
are to be found. . kt is proposed, as soon as the funds wili 
admit; to have a variety of periodical publications, Re- 
views, &c. as well as the common news of the day. Ed- 
ttors of periodical works, throughout the Union, are re- 
spectfully solicited to senda copy of their respective num~ 
bers, either gratuitously, or by way of exchange for relig- 
ious tracts. Direct them, “New York Universalist Li- 
brary.”? And every such favor will be gratefully received. 

* ” * * * cd * 

The Universalists in the city of New York, who have 
been heretofore known by the name of ‘*The Second So- 
ciety of United Christian Friends,’’ haye recently been 
reorganized, and incorporated according to law, under the 
name of ‘‘The First Universalist Society in the city of 
New-York.” Mr. Mitchell’s Society, we believe, is 
called, ‘‘The First Society of United Christian Friends.** 


The Universalist Convention of New Yori: 


This Convention assembled at Madison, in the county 
of Madizon, in said state, on the second Wednesday of 
May last. Br. A. Kneeland was chosen Moderator, and 
Br, N. Stacy, Clerk. According to the first article of 
its constitution, it is now ‘‘composed exclusively of dele 
gates, consisting of ordained ministers ef good standing,, 
to be chosen annually from each Association now exist- 
ing, or which may hereafter be formed, within the state of 
New York, or such other Aggociations as may wish to 
come under its jurisdiction, provided each Association 


|have the privilege of sending five delegates, and five of 


said delegaies, when duly assembled, shall form a quorum 


to transact business.’ 


The three following resolutions were also passed by the 


heard of once to arouse them. A Methodist preacher (I 
forget his name) perceiving his audience asleep cried out 


Convention. 
12. Resolved, That this Convention hereby 
recommend toall the Associations in connexion 


with a loud voice, ‘‘fire! fire !?? The audience awaking, 
cried ‘*where? where?’’ ‘In hell,” said the preacher, ‘‘for | herewith, thatiall Societies received, or to be re- 
those who sleep under the gospel !’" This was different | cejyed into the fellowship of any Association Le- 
from the shrewd old parson ona similar occasion who | longing to this Convention be duly organized 
was fond of a nap himself. Discovering his audience agreeably to the statutes of the respective states 
asleep one day, he stopped suddenly and addressing some | in which said societios may be located, as is the rog 
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reasonable exertions to support the Seay of 
the gospel according to their respective abili- 
ties ; and to recommend to all churches, now 
in fellowship or which may hereafter be receiv- 
ed into fellowship, to attend to the ordinance of 
buptism, or dedication, and the Lord's Supper, 
as tending to promote the good order of our re- 
spective churches. 

13. That no candidate for the ministry shall 
be entitled to a letter of fellowship, from any 
association in this cenriexion, until he shall 
have obtained a competent knowledge of the 
common branches of English Literature, and 
devoted, at least one year, exclusively to the 
study of Theology: unless it shall appear to the 
committee, whose duty it shall be to examine 
such candidate, that he have already obtained a 
competent knowledge of the above sciences ; 
and also other qualifications as the gospel re- 

uires, 

14. That the several Associations appoint a 
visiting committee, to visit the several churches 
and societiés within the limits of their respec- 
tive jurisdiction, previous to the next annual 
meeting of their respective bodies, with suitable 
instructions to inquire into the state ofsaid church- 
es and societies, ascertain their numbers, ability 
and disposition to support the cause of truth, re- 
commend such things as in.their opinion will 
tend to promote the interest of said churches 


and societies ; and render a minute report of 


such visit, at the next regular or annual meet- 
ing of said Association —.Min. of Convention. 


FOR THE MAGAZINE. 
THE SEASON. 


Despairing eyes beheld around 

A killing dearth, spread o’er the ground, 
And the whole heaven brass ; 

Powder and dust fill’d all the air, 

The sun’s broad light was one bright glare, 
And pallid was the grass, 


A sore lament the fields ran through, 

Panting for rain, thirsting for dew, 
They cast their robes of green ; 

The cattle moan’d frdm yale to vale, 

‘The water from each brook did fail, 
No purling rill was seen. 


The lilies fair forgot their pride, 
And drooping in the meadows died ; 
The clover lost its hue ; 
The lovely rose with sorrow sigh’d, 
Its pittals wither'd all, and dri’d, 
So did the yi let too. 


One lovely form alone was seen, 

The garland on her head was green, 
Her,eye serenely bright ; 

Her namé is FarrH; she stood erget, 

Fresh roses all her raiment deck’d, 
Most lovely to the sight. 


This holy angel cast her eyes 
To heav’n’s vault, and round the skies, 
And lo, the clouds appear'd ; 
The rain in gentle show’'rs disiill d, 
The water all the vallies fill’d, . 
Ang ev'ry garden cheer d. 


Fatuer of ratrr, accept our praise, 

Inspire our hearts, inspire our lays, 
Thy goodness to record. 

And still may Fatra with us abide, 

And in thy law oar footsteps guide, 
Where lies « rich reward. 
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in provided ; and that they also make all due and 
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SELECTED. 
The Lord and the Judge. 


The God of gods stood up—stood up to try 

The assembled gods of earth. ‘How long,”’ he said, 
‘‘How long will ye protect impiety, 

And let the vile one raise his daring head ? 


*Tis yours my laws to justify—redress 

All wrong, however high the wronger be ; 
Nor leave the widow and the fatherless 
To the cold world’s uncertain sympathy. 


Tis yours to guard the steps of innocence, 

To shield the naked head of misery ; ; 
Be ’gainst the strong, the helpless one’s defence, 
And the poor prisoner from his chains to free.”* 


They hear not—see not—know not—for their eyes 
Are covered with thick mists—they will not see : 
The sick earth groans with man’s iniquities, 

And heaven is tired with man’s perversity. 


Gods of the earth! ye Kings ! who answer not 

To man for your misdeeds; and yainly think " 
There’s none to judge you :— know, like ours, your lot 
Is pain and death :—ye stand on judgment’s brink, 


And ye like fading autumn-leaves will fall ; 

Your throne but dust—your empire but a grave — 
Your martial pomp a black funereal pall— ~ 
Your palace trampled by your meanest slave. 


God of the righteous! O our God ! arise, 

O hear the prayer thy lowly servants bring : 
Judge, punish, scatter, Lord ! thy enemies, 
And be alone “arth’s universal king. 


From the (Providence) Christian Telescope. 


Conversion from Methodism to Universalism. 
Nantucket, May 30, 1826, 


Mr. John Webster, a respectable and highly | 


intelligent inhabitant of this town, has recently 
renounced the sentiments of the Methodist church 
in this plece, of which he has been a Zealous 
and devoted member for a number of years, and 
publicly declared his belief in the final purifica- 
tion and happiness of all moral beings. To this 
sentiment Mr. W. has been gradually inclining 
for some months past, on account ofaccustoming 
himself to view the character of God as the un- 
changing friend and benefactor of his depen- 
dent offspring. ‘he most serious and firm con- 
viction now rests on the mind of this new con- 
vert to the unlimited salvation of God, that the 
doctring of never-ending torment is inconsistent 
with his understanding of the scriptures, and 
with the character and attributes of Deity, as 
manifested in the great volume of nature. 

The charge preferred against him by his 
Metkodist brethren is contained in the following 
words: For holding and disseminating doctrines 

|contrary to our discipline and the scriptures.” 
|The accused acknowledged that he held and 
| disseminated doctrines contrary to the metho- 
|dist discipline, but that he held doctrines contra- 
ry to the scriptures he denied, affirming what his 
former brethren could not dispute, that the fact 
was he held doctrines contrary to the scriptures 
as the Methodists understand them. 

The writer of this article was told by Mr. W. 
that he requested the privilege of speaking one 
hour only, in hearing of the church to which he 
had belonged, for the purpose of assigning his 
reasons for the renunciation of his former senti- 
ments. ‘This privilege he was denied. 

Mr. W. states that he feels no bitterness what- 
ever towards his Methodist friends and brethren, 
and thinks they acted consistently with their dis 
cipliue in withdrawing from him their fellow- 
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dice, so far as to r ep sbreath 
of slander ; this he sincerely hopes my hereaf- 
ter be the case, without designing to criminate 
any, or wishing to give needless and unwhole- P 


some advice. His reputation 4s a man and a 
citizen is as valuable to him mow, as at 

mer period of his life. When a Met 

deavored to support what he believed. “He was 
then sincere, but no more so than’ at the j 
time ; that such may have beefy the fact cannot 
reasonably be disputed, especially ifit be remem-— 
bered that it is possible for a man as sincerely to 
believe an error as the truth ; his change of opin- 
ion therefore is no evidence of insincerity, and — 
we earnestly inquire,.whose province it is to 
condemn, because he is unable to’ convince ? 
“Wherefore let him:that thinketh he standeth 
take heed test he fall.” —aainir® anit net 

The sole object of the aboye remarks is to ac- 
quaint the public with plain matters of fact, so 
far as they have come to our knowledge. The 
many instances which might be named, of those 
once believing in Methodism, and other partial 
schemes, renouncing their sentiments and em- 
bracing more liberal views, should serve to con- 
vince our brethren of different denominations, of 
the notorious truth, that even believers in end- 
less misery are fallible and often liable to 
become dissatisfied with their own faith, and 
cheerfully espouse acause they once despised, 
one which we think accords infinitely better with 
the sympathiesand benevolence of the human 
heart, presenting the character of the Divine 
Being in its original beauty and excellence. 

W. M. 

P. S. When Mr. Webster began to doubt the 
sentiments which he had formerly believed, his 
Methodist brethren denounced him at once as a 
deist, though at that time, when thus condem- 
ned for being a deist, he had never in his life 
read a deistical author, but declared that his 
change of opinion was the result of his own re- 
flection united with an attentive examination of 
the scriptures. The above statements the wri- 
ter received from the lips of Mr. W. and there-— , 
fore conceives them substantially correct. Our 
whole aim has been to state simple and unadorn- 
ed facts. Ifany thing in this communication has 
been mistated, it has been done through mis- 
take and net though design. W. M. 
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Houses of Public Worship. 


We learn with much pleasure from Plymouth, 
(Mss. the far-famed landing place of the Pilgrims, 
that the cause of truth is, like the march of min 
gradually advancing in that region. Says an es- 
teemed friend, “We have purchased a very con- 
venient and central lot—contracted for a build- 
ing 76 by 50—the foundation is now laying—the 
frame is begun, and the House is to be completed 
in the course of the season. With the blessing 
of Heaven, we shall have the best house in the 
county. 


“In the town of Duxbury, about § miles from 
this, they are going on in the same good work, 
and are more forward in the building than we 
are. ‘This looks well, considering the foot-hold 
that superstition and error had got and held so 
long, in the “land of the Pilgrims.” We have em- 
ployed Br. J. H. Bugbee, for a year ; but expect 
him to preach a part of the time in Carver and 
Plymton.”— Christian Intelligencer. 


— 


Married in this Cily, by Rev. H Ballou, Mr. Rur- 
sell Smith to Miss Harriet Ann Warren. Mr, John Webb 
Nance to Miss Mary Dean, ali of Boston. 


» 


